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pressed personal friendship for Sherman. General Grant,
I was pleased to. see, while disapproving what Sherman
had done, and decidedly opposed to it, was tender to sens-
itiveness of his brother officer and abstained from censure.
Stanton came charged with specified objections, four in
number, counting them off on his fingers. Some of his ar-
gument was apt and well, some of it not in good taste
nor precisely pertinent.

It was decided that General Grant should immediately
inform General Sherman that his course was disapproved,
and that generals in the field must not take upon them-
selves to decide on political and civil questions, which be-
longed to the executive and civil service. The military
commanders would press on and capture and crush out the
Rebels.

[April 22.] On Saturday, the 22d, I learned that General
Grant left in person to go to General Sherman instead of
sending written orders. This was sensible, and will insure the
work to be well and satisfactorily done. Senator Sumner
called on me with inquiries which he heard in the street
relative to General Sherman. As he came direct from the
War Department, I was satisfied that Stanton, as usual,
after enjoining strict secrecy upon others, was himself com-
municating the facts in confidence to certain parties. One
or two others spoke to me in the course of the afternoon on
the same subject.

[April 23.] Sunday morning, the papers contained the
whole story of Sherman's treaty and our proceedings, with
additions, under Stanton's signature. I was not sorry to see
the facts disclosed, although the manner and some of Stan-
ton's matter was not particularly commendable, judicious,
or correct. But the whole was characteristic, and will be
likely to cause difficulty, or aggravate it, with Sherman,
who has behaved hastily, but I hope not, as has been in-
sinuated, wickedly. He has shown himself a better general
than diplomatist, negotiator, or politician, and we must
not forget the good he has done, if he has only committed